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Proposal Name Representation of the United Church Women on Councils 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Fraser Presbyterial United Church Women (Fraser Presbytery) 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

Ensure that in the three Council model proposed by United in God’s Work, provision is 
made for the full voting participation of the representative of the United Church Women 
on the Regional and Denominational Councils and their Executives. 

Background The involvement of a representative of the United Church Women (UCW) in The United 
Church of Canada’s current structure is not consistent. Some Presbyteries and 
Conferences and their Executives do include a representative as a full voting member 
while others, including the General Council Executive, only permit these representatives 
to serve as corresponding (non-voting) members. 

In 1960 in Edmonton, the United Church General Council approved the uniting of the 
Woman’s Association (WA) and Woman’s Missionary Society (WMS) to form a new 
organization for the women to “share in a much more meaningful way in the work of the 
church within the congregation, presbytery, Conference and in various boards of the 
church under the General Council.” 

The proposals from United in God’s Work offer an opportunity to address this 
inconsistency across the church and to recognize the vital role that the UCW play in the 
denomination by  ensuring that a representative is able to participate fully in the Regional 
and their Executives. 

The United Church Women have traditionally supported their congregations fulfilling their 
purpose by expressing their loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ in Christian witness, 
study, fellowship and service. It is recognized by many, that without the devotion and 
commitment of the UCW many congregations would cease to exist long ago. It should also 
be noted that the commitment to the wider work of our church through support of the 
Mission and Service (M & S) fund is evident as in 2014 alone, one million four hundred 
sixty-two thousand eight hundred forty dollars ($1,462,840) was donated to Mission & 
Service by the UCW throughout Canada. 

Including a representative of the UCW as a full voting member on these Councils will allow 
for the wisdom and work of the UCW to inform and guide the Councils. It will also provide 
a link between a key population and network and the governance structure. 

Financial Implications Unknown 
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Comments: None 




